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womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit 
volunteer organization. The society’s 
purpose is to provide opportunities for 
lesbians to interact and support each 
other in a safe environment, and to 
contribute to the broader community. 
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December - Spirituality 
January - Our Health 


We welcome submissions of up to 500 
words of interest to local lesbians. 
Letters to the editor, short fiction, 

articles, book or movie reviews, poetry, 

artwork and photographs (minimum 
200 dpi files) are all welcomed. 


Material submitted becomes the 
property of Womonspace. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and content, 
and to refuse publication. Submissions 
will be published on Womonspace’s 
website, unless otherwise agreed. 


Forward your submissions by: 
MAIL 
womonspace, Box 128, Main PO, 
Edmonton, AB, TSJ 3K4 
PHONE 
780.482.1794 
EMAIL 
womonspace@gmail.com 
WEBSITE 


www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 


The opinions expressed in 
womonspace do not necessarily reflect - 
the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board. The events, organizations and 
establishments publicized are not 
necessarily supported by Womonspace. 
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n many circles, when given a broad 
topic like “Toys,” people’s imagina- 

‘ tions would turn to the latest elec- 
tronic gadgetry, or the fancy new cars 
out on the market, or any number of dif- 
ferent things. In a preschool, people 
would be thinking about different sorts 
of toys altogether. Now I haven’t done 
any market research on this, and I can’t 
really picture walking down Jasper 
Avenue asking total strangers what they 
think of when I ask them about toys, but 
I’m confident that if you bring up the 
subject of toys in a room full of lesbians, 
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most of us are thinking of the same sorts 
of things. 

I wish I could regale you with some 
funny stories about “toys” or some per- 
sonal anecdotes that might enlighten you 
all to my own experiences with them 
throughout the years, but it turns out I’m 
really not as comfortable writing about 
this month’s topic as I expected I’d be. It’s 
true! I actually am shy. I thought of a 
good “out,” though (if you’ll pardon the 
pun). My mom is a retired public health 
nurse, so I would be remiss if I didn’t 
focus on the proper care and cleaning of > 


editorial 


whatever toys you may own or use. Toys 
are fun, but they lose their lustre with 
every trip you take to the doctor’s office. 

Knowledge is power—and if you 
choose to explore the use of toys to plea- 
sure yourself and/or your partner, please 
do so smartly. Soft vinyl toys should not 
be used internally. In 1998, Health 
Canada removed all soft vinyl pet toys 
from the market, as they were found to 
contain lead and cadmium, which can 
be very dangerous if absorbed into the 
skin or bloodstream. Unfortunately, sex 
toys and aids are not regulated in 
Canada, so there is no official ban on 
the sale of toys made from these materi- 
als. It’s therefore up to the consumer to 
make informed choices and responsible 
retailers to keep these items off the shelf. 

It is also extremely important to 
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ensure you are cleaning your toys after 
EVERY USE. Some cleaning products 
currently on the market use nonoxynol-9, 
which can be diluted and rubbed on the 
toys with a clean rag or cloth, then towel- 
or air-dried. In most cases, however, sim- 
ple soap and water will do the trick. 
Silicone toys, especially if used both vagi- 
nally and anally, or by more than one 
person, should be boiled in water for 
three minutes, which will kill any bacte- 
ria. Leather, vinyl, rubber harnesses, and 
the like should also be cleaned with soap 
and water, and left to air-dry. Never leave 
the equipment to soak, and make sure to 
wipe dry any metal fastenings or parts so 
the pieces don’t corrode and have to be 
replaced. 

So remember, ladies: go ahead and 
play, but please play SAFE!!! v 


S pirituality 


For many, December is packed with 
spiritual significance. Are you 

a spiritual person? How has your 
sexuality influenced your views on 
spirituality? Do you shun anything 
to do with organized religion? 
Have you found your spiritual 
niche in the community, 

or within yourself? 


Tell us what spirituality means to you. 


Womonspace@gmail.com or snail mail 
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what's up in november 


saturday, november 4, 4 to 8 pm www.homefest.ca or call Tix on the 
Open stage at Prism Bar & Grill, Square (420-1757) for more info. 
10524-101 St. Contact Kate at 


womonspace@gmail.com or call UPCOMING EVENTS 

Prism at 990-0038 for more info. sunday, december 3, 
sunday, november 5, 10:30 am to 12:30 pm 
10:30 am to 12:30 pm Womonspace Board Meeting. Pride 


Centre of Edmonton, 9540-111 Ave. 


Womonspace Board Meeting. Pride 
Come and share your ideas! 


Centre of Edmonton, 9540-111 Ave. 
Come and share your ideas! december 6 to 17 
Summer of My Amazing Luck by 
Chris Craddock. Roxy Theatre, 
10708-124 St. Box office: 453-2440, 


www.attheroxy.com. 10% discount 


saturday, november 11, 8 pm 
Andy Northrup trio opens for 
Ottawa’s “Finest Kind” at the 
Northern Lights Folk Club. Queen 


Alexandra Community Hall, 10425 HOOMMOSNOHS DOSSATEI ESS, 


University Ave. Doors open at 7 pm. saturday, december 9, 7pm to 1am 
Tickets $18. Visit Womonspace Christmas Dinner and 
www.northernlightsfc.ca or call Dance. Bellevue Community Hall, 
Tix on the Square (420-1757) 7308-112 Ave. Dinner: 7 to 9 pm. 
for more info. Dance: 9 pm to 1 am. Ticket prices to 


be announced. 


sunday, november 12, 2 to 7 pm 


Homefest 2006, a folk music december 19 to 23 
celebration to end homelessness in Brass Monkey Productions presents 
Edmonton. TransAlta Arts Barns, The Christmas Carol Project 2006. 
10330-84 Ave. Performers include Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 St. 

Kat Danser. Tickets $10 regular; $5 Box office: 453-2440, 
seniors, students, low income; free for www.attheroxy.com. 10% discount 
children under 12. Visit for Womonspace members, 
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Co-editor’s Musings 

by Tara Woloschuk 
orma was away for most of the 
month of October, so I thought 
I'd try my hand at some mus- 

ings of my own. Bear with me! 

We held a mini board meeting on 
October 15 to ensure everything was 
underway in preparing for the Annual 
General Meeting and dance on October 
28. We decided to table our unfinished 
business until the November 5 meeting 
so the new Womonspace board could 
make any important decisions regard- 
ing issues such as upcoming events, 
newsletter production and distribution 
options, and our sponsorship package. 

Speaking of the new board, by the time 
you receive this newsletter, you'll have 
elected some new members of our commu- 
nity to represent you. Look for their pic- 
tures in the next issue of GayCalgary.com 
Magazine and womonspace. 

Below is our 2006-2007 calendar of 
events, which is pretty sparse right now. 
We expect to have many more events in the 
new year, but we want to give you a heads- 
up on what we have confirmed at this time. 
Watch this section each issue for updates. 

We’ve added a couple new things to 
this issue of womonspace. Also on the 
facing page is a list of the Womonspace 
board members’ email addresses. Feel 
free to email any member directly if you 
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have specific questions, concerns, or 
suggestions that relate to her portfolio. 
If you have a more general question or 
aren’t sure whom to send your message 
to, email it to womonspace@gmail.com. 
And if you don’t use email, you can 
reach us by snail mail (see the inside 
front cover for our address) or phone 
(call 482-1794 and leave a message). 

The second addition is a “help wanted” 
ad we will run each month with short 
descriptions of current Womonspace volun- 
teer opportunities. You'll find the ad on the 
outside back cover of this issue. Womon- 
space is a volunteer-based organization, and 
we need the help of our members to con- 
tinue providing you with events and ser- 
vices. We have opportunities ranging from a 
couple hours every month or two to as 
much time as you want to commit. 

Your editors are also planning to add 
a new section called “Readers’ Forum,” 
where you can weigh in on a question 
we will ask you each issue. Watch for 
this in the December issue, as well as an 
opportunity to win a prize! 

If you’re still with me, thanks for 
hanging in there, and I hope to see you 
at our Christmas Dinner and Dance on 
December 9. 

Until Norma gets back, 

— Tara 


2006-2007 Calendar of Womonspace Events 


December 

Christmas Dinner and Dance 

Saturday, December 9, 7 pm to 1 am. 
Bellevue Community Hall, 7308-112 
Ave. Dinner: 7 pm to 9 pm. Dance: 9 pm 
to 1 am. Ticket prices to be announced. 


February 

Valentine’s Day EVM Concert and 
Womonspace Dance 

Saturday, February 10. Hellenic Community 
Hall, 10450-116 St. More details to follow. 


June 

Pride Week Unity Dance and Concert 
Saturday, June 16. Hellenic Community 
Hall, 10450-116 St. More details to follow. 
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Womonspace Contact List 


President — TBA 
wspresident@hotmail.com 


Vice President - TBA 
wsvice-president@hotmail.com 


Secretary — TBA 
wssecretary@hotmail.com 


Treasurer — Trish 
wstreasurer@hotmail.com 


Marketing and PR Director — 
Lori 
wsmarketing@hotmail.com 


-..where 
friends 
meet and 
become 
family! 


"open monday to saturday, 4 pm until 
closing time!! ~ rock'n DJ friday and 
saturday ~ daily food menu and chef 
specials! ~ pool tables, jukebox 
arcade game ~ check out 
www.prismbar.ca for upcoming events 


Prism Bar 
10524- 101 Street 


Kites BAR & GRILL 
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Activities Director — Jenn 


wsactivities@hotmail.com 


Membership Director — 
Colleen 


wsmembership@hotmail.com 


Volunteer Director — Monica 


wsvolunteer@hotmail.com 


Newsletter Co-editors — 
Kate and Tara 


womonspace@gmail.com 


Newsletter Designer — Sarah 


wsdesigner@hotmail.com 
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parties 


Erotic art 
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Adult sex education © 


High-end silicone toys 


Featuring Forever Pleasure P 
Edmonton's sex guru, Dr. Bri 


www.foreverpleasure.com 
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PARLIAMENT POISED TO 
DEFEAT HARPER’S MOTION 


Real issue is whether Harper will go through with fall vote 


“Canadians for Equal Marriage” 
(CEM) has met with many MPs and 
staffers since Parliament resumed this 
fall. We’re happy to report that it looks 
more certain than ever that Parliament is 
poised to defeat Mr. Harper’s motion to 
re-open the divisive equal marriage 
debate. 

Almost all MPs have decided how 
they’ll vote, and we’ve now got a clear 
majority who intend to vote against re- 
opening. In part, this is thanks to the 
Bloc Québecois’ decision to make the 
vote a party vote, meaning the Bloc will 
join the NDP in ensuring that all of their 
MPs vote against Mr. Harper’s motion 
to re-open. 

Unfortunately, though, we’re not out 
of the woods. The issue now is whether 
Mr. Harper will go through with a fall 
vote in the face of pressure from the reli- 
gious right to indefinitely delay the vote. 
They know that such a vote will force 
Mr. Harper to admit the issue is settled. 

Just a few weeks ago Mr. Harper had 
planned to move forward with the vote 
in early October but, as Parliament 
resumed, he announced to his caucus 
that his government’s motion to re-open 
would be delayed until just before 
Christmas. 

It’s clear that the Prime Minister has 
been pushed to delay the vote and that 


he has, in fact, done just that. CEM will 
have to be vigilant in keeping his feet to 
the fire, otherwise Mr. Harper could eas- 
ily continue his delay, perhaps even until 
after the next election. If the vote doesn’t 
happen before the next election then all 
bets are off, since it would be a new 
Parliament. 

Of course, with the delay in the vote, 
CEM must continue to operate longer 
than we had anticipated. The only way 
we can do that is with your help. So 
please, donate to Canadians for Equal 
Marriage. We can’t do it without you! 


EQUALITY SUPPORTERS 
SEND OVER 500,000 
EMAILS TO MPs 


CEM website makes emailing your MP easy 


This fall over 500,000 e-mails have been 
sent to MPs using the CEM website. 
Thanks to everyone who’s contacted 
their MP!! 

If you haven’t yet e-mailed your MP, 
please do so. It’s easy. Just sign on to 
http://www.equal-marriage.ca/elec- 
tion.php. Even better is to phone your 
MP or even personally meet with them. 
Let your MP know that it’s important to 
vote against re-opening, and that it’s 
unfair to allow the current uncertainty 
to continue. 

(Source: Reproduced by permission from the 


Canadians for Equal Marriage electronic newslet- 
ter dated Oct. 13, 2006. wwww.equal-marriage.ca) 
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upcoming 
newsletter themes 


December w Spirituality 


January w Your Health 


February w Kissing 


Submit your original articles, photos, short stories, poetry or artwork by 


the 15th of the preceeding month. 


For inspiration, direction or an assignment, contact the editors at 
womonspace@gmail.com or call 482-1794. 


vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Women's Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 
Secure online shopping 
Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 
T: 604.254.2543 

Toll Free: 1.888.WYM. WARE 
www.womynsware.com 
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B & D EMPORIUM EDMONTON 
101-11745 JASPER AVENUE 
EDMONTON AB 
780-428-LTHR 


www.bdemponumedmonton.com 


FETISH, LEATHER, LATEX, GOTHIC, PUNK 
AND CUSTOM CLOTHING 
| Books AND TOYS FOR ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES 
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arts & entertainment 


ya v Pes win 
Book Reviews 


by Lindy Pratch 


Rose of No Man’s Land 
by Michelle Tea (MacAdam/Cage, 2005) 


Michelle Tea, author of gritty autobio- 
graphical fiction and memoirs like Rent 
Girl (2004), Chelsea Whistle (2002), 
and Valencia (2000), has written her 
first novel marketed to teenage readers. 
Fans of her previous work and readers 
of any age who like stories about tough 
young lesbians coming of age will enjoy 
this one. 

Rose of No Man’s Land is set in small- 
town Massachusetts and is told to us in 
Trish’s cynical voice. She’s a fourteen-year- 
old loner who normally sets her sights 
pretty low, which is understandable con- 
sidering her impoverished, dysfunctional 
family. Her project for the summer, how- 
ever, is an ambitious one: she wants to 
find a friend. 

Trish’s older sister, Kristy, is the go- 
getter in the family. Unlike Trish, Kristy 
wears girly clothes and is popular at 
school, where she is learning cosmetol- 
ogy. Her dream is to make it onto a real- 
ity TV program. Kristy concocts a 
whopping lie in order to get Trish a job 
at Ohmigod!, a trendy clothing store at 
the local shopping mall. Trish gets fired 
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on her first day, but it is at the mall 
where Trish meets Rose, a girl one year 
older and a whole lot badder than she is. 

Rose works in the food court of the 
mall. Trish is attracted to her daring, 
devilish attitude and disregard for 
authority, telling us, “I would like to be 
badass and free, you know, clambering 
around dumpsters, thieving and smok- 
ing and being a deliberate fire hazard 
like Rose, but it’s not so much my style.” 

Rose leads Trish on a wild adventure 
that starts with a stolen cellphone, on 
through hitchhiking, double-crossing a 
drug dealer, drinking lots of Yikes (a 
vodka energy drink), doing crystal meth, 
causing havoc in restaurants, and having 
sex for the first time. 

“T just didn’t have my head too 
together after what Rose had done to 
me. My downstairs parts still felt pretty 
crazy from it, actually. Central, cracked 
open, transmitting and receiving. It was 
now the satellite dish of my body.” 

Trish is a likeable heroine taking a 
crash course on the pleasures and pain 
of drugs and sex and growing up. 

Look for Rose of No Man’s Land 
and other books by Michelle Tea at the 
Edmonton Public Library.¥ 
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REM 


OM 
, Real Estate 


Independently Owned and Operated 


Deanna Vath, a.a. 


Agent 
Bus: (780) 488-4000 


#100 - 10510 - 121 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta T5N 1L4 

Fax: (780) 426-5700 

Toll Free: 1-800-275-8191 

Email: deanna@edmontonproperties.com 


BAT CONGUIN TRAVEL 


City Centre 
429-2233 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel.com 


hoice Contracting Inc. 


Quality Painting at Affordable “Prices 


eneteesreieonren 6. Ee xetwerrel sons 
Specializing in: Window Frames, Doors, Baseboards 
Feature Walls & Ceiling Borders Fences & Decks 
Textured Ceilings Wall Repairs & Caulking 


Brightening four Community Qne Colour at a “Lime 


Rhonda Fiveland 288-5956 
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Packing for All You’re Worth 
by Ms. A. Nonymous 
ou could think of this as a two- 
pronged story: one part happy, 
one part had. 

After three weeks apart, our reunion 
vacation was planned around sexy play 
at the ocean playground we expected 
would become our new favourite. 

Atmosphere fizzled when my part- 
ner’s flight was delayed, and connecting 
flight missed. I spent the first night alone 
with cold pizza and a televised football 
game. Day two also fizzled when she 
arrived tired, grumpy, minus her bag- 
gage (long delays, paper work, minor 
rants) and minus my favorite sex toy. 

Willing ourselves resilient, we spent 
hours in a Maine sex toy store with a 
charming, persuasive sales clerk. (I won- 
dered in passing whether it is lawful to be 
that knowledgeable about erotica.) We 
were persuaded. We left there smiling with 
a veritable arsenal—four, count them—of 
pleasure-promising accoutrements. 

En route back to our love nest, we 
detoured past the Palace Playland amuse- 
ment park. Dangerous territory. Six years 
into a romance, how could I have not fore- 
seen that by refusing her invitation to ride 
the Chance Menagerie Carousel, or expe- 
rience “360 degrees of pure exhilaration” 
aboard the Terminator, or “enjoy the view 
by sunlight or moonlight as you circle the 


sky” in the Giant Sun Wheel, a 70+ foot 
high gondola-style Ferris wheel, I was also 
signalling a terminal refusal: an erotic 
impasse, my unwillingness to really let go, 
surrender, to follow her lead. 

Hateful thing, complacency. Lacking 
all insight, I failed to realize that failure 
to launch our new toys while on vaca- 
tion was a good indicator that our rela- 
tionship was about to crash. 

Driving back across the Canada-U.S. 
border, my partner was buoyant with 
expectation, silently daring them to pull 
us over and ferret out our treasures. 
Visions of lawsuits: ca-ching ca-ching. 
The border was a non-event. We had 
“nothing to declare.” 

Returning home on separate flights, 
on separate days, we (maturely) divvied 
up the toys, each of us carrying our own 
favourites (in retrospect, this too a clue). 
Mine tucked carefully away in a sock, 
amidst lingerie and layers of soft, flow- 
ing material, stuffed mid-way down an 
oversized duffel that zippered open at 
one long end. Forgotten. 

Settled cozily into my seat, the flight 
departure time came and went. Then an 
announcement from the cockpit (yes, I 
really do think this way) that our depar- 
ture was being delayed due to problems 
with baggage. 
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Then, amazingly, my name was being 
called and I was being asked to identify 
myself to a flight attendant and “please 
come to the front of the plane.” No idea 
is what I had at that moment, though 
you, the reader, are no doubt already 
primed for what is to follow... 

The flight attendant escorted me to the 
on-ramp, where a young man wearing cov- 
eralls and the wisest, sassiest grin waited. 

“Ma’am, there is something vibrating 
in your luggage.” Smirk. I was taken 
totally by surprise. 

Suddenly insightful, I understood in a 
flash that they had already inspected, or 
at least scanned and x-rayed, my bag- 
gage. They definitely had the outline. 

He was so obviously enjoying this. I 
decided, as I always do, that pleasure 
should be mutual. 

I smiled and responded warmly with 
confident, attitudinal swagger, 

“Oh. That’s just my favorite sex toy. 
Nothing to be concerned about.” (laugh) 

“You need to turn it off, ma’am. We 
cannot take off until this stops vibrat- 
ing.” His eyes were dancing, though his 
tone was—how shall I describe it?-—firm. 

“The batteries will run down eventu- 
ally. They always do for me.” (laugh) 

He hauled my duffel up from the floor 
and thrust it toward me, then leaned for- 
ward, watching intently as I began to 
unzip, grope, fumble. 

Did I mention oversize? Twice over. The 
duffel: huge and black. My toy: huge— 
okay, to me, but with definite heft. Enough 
to impress the little man standing beside 
me. And, yes, very (jet) black. An over- 
determined signifier if ever there was one. 
Impossible to locate easily, but definitely 
there—whirring, purring and buzzing. 

Smirk. 

Anticipatory wince. Unpacking so 
much less fun than the so provocatively 


womonspace november 2006 


named opposite. Exposure loomed. I dis- 
tracted and amused myself by thinking 
perhaps I could offer to transfer it to my 
carry-on (code for thrust it up my skirt). 
How we sometimes loathe seeing our- 
selves being seen. 

“Would you mind giving me just the 
slightest bit of privacy?” 

He turned away slightly, smiling, but 
stayed close beside me. Firm. 

Finally I located it (sigh), and with a 
quick flick, all that pulsing potency was 
subdued. 

I try to seize the moment. “Ah, you 
know how it is, women and their plea- 
sures.” Shared laughter. 

He took the now-silent duffle bag and 
departed with the widest, most satisfied 
grin. Sex on the job. All good. 

I turned and walked past the too-cute, 
too-obviously-amused-to-be-entirely- 
clueless flight attendants, and within 
moments of returning to my seat, the 
First Officer announced that we were 
now cleared for departure, and we pulled 
away from the gate. 

I'd like to tell you that my flair for 
insightful self-awareness carried over. 
Convince you of the following: 

A-Buzz. I leaned back in my seat, sur- 
veying my options, considering which 
member of the entirely too attractive flight 
crew I would persuade into the cubicle for 
a spirited induction into the Mile High 
Club’. If good enough for Alyssa Milano, 
surely good enough for me... 

Instead, I bit down on denial. 
“Tossed” a posture far less interesting to 
contemplate than the various ones my 
partner had pressed upon me when she 
still wanted to have her way with me. 


You already know how this one , 


played out: I lost the partner, and I kept 
the toy.v 


'www.milehighclub.com 
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Don’t Toy with Me 
by White Calf 


never used to like dolls. It was 

always toy horses for me—Barbie 

got tossed, but I painted her horse 
and gave it a new name. | was given 
dolls often because I was a girl, I guess, 
but they just got filed under the stair- 
well. Even the “life-sized walking doll,” 
which was almost my anatomical equal, 
got filed after I had my way with her. 
Toys began to “represent.” 

I loved toy guns—especially the ones 
that came with a holster. I liked strapping 
the holster on my thigh—it made me feel 
strong and cocksure. I could really get 
into my Indian girl fantasy when I 
climbed onto my real horse and rode 
away to the north pasture. Cowboy bites 
the dust—Indians escape to freedom. 

Now, years later, the schoolgirls 
grow up and out. We are called women 
and our toys become “womanly,” but as 
we age we become schoolgirls again. 
Our saggings frighten us and we get seri- 
ously bitchy. We take stock and clean 
house. We drop this person and shun 
that one. We declare, “I will never share 


my toys with anyone...” We demand 


attention like an octogenarian 
hypochondriac on Blue Cross in the 
sexy doctor’s office. We want we want 
we want... We want to orgasm like 
before and we want to look like we did 
“then.” I tell my friends, “Oh, your in 
the transition, you still feel like the sweet 
young thing, but know that it’s only 
going to get worse, and when you see a 
photo of yourself now and hate it, real- 
ize that in 20 years you'll wish you 
looked that fucking good!” 

Orgasms start to become quieter, and 
in that reflective, needy silence we are 
reminded that in the past, intimidation 
was the only thing that we fell silent to. 
In my oldness now, I raise my wrinkled 
forearm and vow—no more bullshit— 
the young shall be protected. 

Their toys should not restrict but 
stretch their tactile intellect. Their dollies 
should be shape-shifting life forms that 
cackle when you right-click . . . “Why are 
you feeling such powerful negative emo- 
tions? Is it something you ate or something 
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you hate?” “I’m okay you’re okay... we 
are all wonderfully liberally okay—for 
now.” With our toys we dramatize and 
entertain, but it’s all so risky. “Watch out 
you don’t piss off someone who could hurt 
you!” With a left-click the new modern 
times would show XBOXes with home- 
pages of gigantic goddesses holding 
voodoo-like dolls in each hand with move- 
ments of pantomime. We would war and 
we would game. We would kill and fuck. 
The young would be our protected amoe- 
bas floating in calm waters forever. 

The toys get dusty and covered with 
hair. We come across them once in a 
while and remember better times. We 
rinse them under the water tap and talk 
about them in the staff room. We assume 
our heartfelt thoughts and witty com- 
ments on growing up and out will be 


Whether your pain 
is acute or long term 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10179-109 Street 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 
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received and remembered—but they will 
probably be forgotten after lunch hour is 
over. We continue to toy with each other 
and try to out-maneuver and remember 
and recall the greatest amount of facts 
and fictions. We say “nice to meet you” 
as we’re saying goodbye and wonder if 
they share their toys. We put on our best 
face to greet lovers and wonder when it 
ends, if we will be judged on our memory 
capacity and recall, just like the newest 
computer. Will we be electronically recy- 
cled into the not-so-new contact list? Will 
we be in the newest gaming culture of 
Feast or Famine—a tumultuous saga of 
love or what feels like love, Up one 
minute and devastated the next . . . points 
lost points gained. We wait and hope for 
the next best game—let’s pretend let’s 
play—who has the best idea? ¥ 


DEMINERALIZED, REVERSE OSMOSIS 
WATER AND PURIFIED ICE 


private labelli 
business or event. 


(403) 887-4815 
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Toys, Leather and Chrome 
by Kellie 


www.dykesonbikes.net 


Toys, toys, and more toys surrounded 
me as I pulled into Capilano Mall with 
my favourite toy vibrating between my 
legs. Thousands of motorcycles were con- 
verging for the Edmonton Motorcycle 
Toy Run, an event where motorcycle 
enthusiasts purchase new toys to donate 
to Santas Anonymous, strap them to 
their bikes, and ride a route through the 
city to increase awareness for the cause. 
This year would be the largest turnout for 
the event, with approximately 3,600 
motorcyclists turning up to show their 
support. 

About a dozen riders from the Dyke 
on Bikes found each other in the maze 
of toys, leather, and chrome. Toy Run 
t-shirts were purchased and donned 
proudly. Excitement raced through us 
as we waited to start the run. 

The procession started out slowly, 
and many families were waiting along 


the route to wave and cheer us on. The 
route took us south to Argyll Road, 
west to 113 Street, north up Groat 
Road to 111 Avenue, and east to 
Northlands Park. Negotiating the turns 
on the windy part of Groat Road was 
a favourite part of the route for many 
riders. 

After arriving at Northlands, we 
took our toys for Santas Anonymous to 
the collection centre, where large semi- 
trailers were standing by to receive 
them. Over 8,000 square feet in toys 
were donated that day. 

The Dykes on Bikes then rode their 
“toys” to Brewsters for lunch, detouring 
to hit the windy part of Groat Road 
again for some extra thrills. The day was 
a blast, and the Toy Run will continue 
to be an annual event for the Dykes on 
Bikes. For more info on this year’s Toy 
Run, visit www.edmontontoyrun.info. 
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Sapphoscopes 


by Yumi Anna Lampost 


SCORPIO (Oct 2:4—Nov 22) 
Smile, Ms. Scorpio! All eyes are on you in 
the coming months. You've been lying low 
for a little while, waiting for the right oppor- 
tunity to stand up and sing, and the time has 
finally arrived! You are full of joie de vivre, 
and your magnetism is at an all-time high. 
Just don't let it get to your head. Remember 
all those who helped you get through the 
sadness of the earlier part of the year. 


SAGITTARIUS (Noy z3—Dec 22) 
You sometimes forget that you're a fire sign, 
Ms. Sagittarius. Your inner drive is some- 
times mistaken for stubbornness. Fact is, 
you know what needs to happen, so quit 
waiting for others to take the reins, and get 
out there and make the changes yourself! 
Sure, it gives you less to moan about, but it 
gives you more to dream about! 


CAPRICORN Mec 23—~Jan 20) 
Time to let loose, Ms. Capricorn. Sometimes, 
even if all you want to do is curl up under a 
blanket and create your own world, the best 
thing you can do is force yourself out of the 
house. Pouting is fun for a while, but others 
easily tire of your negative attitude. Even if 
you don't feel like smiling, try it! It’s like a 
virus, and soon you'll be doing it without 
even trying! 


ABUARIUS Gan 2\—Feb 19) 
Time to settle down, Ms. Aquarius. The wild 
days of summer have passed, and it's time 
to focus on your health—physical and men- 
tal. Now is a. good time to start that diet and 
exercise regimen you've been talking about 
for months. All signs point to a prosperous 
end to a new beginning. You'll thank me for 
it in the spring. 
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PASCES Geb 20—Marv 20) 
Uh-oh, here comes the cold weather and 
long, dark days. Try to make sure, Ms. Pisces, 
that you keep (or start) getting exercise to 
get your blood pumping. Even if it’s chilly, 
try to spend as much time as you can handle 
outside. You need to be proactive and aware 
of the negative impact the winter has on you 
to help guard against your yearly depression. 


ARIES Mav 2|—Apy 20) 

Pretty fiery these days, hey Ms. Aries? It’s so 
easy for you to feed that fire with all the crazy 
BS going on all around you and in the world. 
Even though temper tantrums are the way 
you are most comfortable dealing with worry, 
you have to remember that this reaction has 3 
negative impact on those around you. Try 
renting your favorite silly movie or reading 
something funny. You have to balance anger 
with laughter, or you'll drive yourself nuts. 


GEMINI May, 2Z2—Jun 2\) 
Hard to figure which one of the twins is ruling 
you these days, Ms. Gemini. Truth be told, its 
a little bit of both. You have to make sure that 
both sides have equal playing time, or trou- 
ble lies ahead. Be careful in the days ahead. 


TAURUS CApr 2|—May 2\) 
You’re known as one of the mote stubborn 
signs, Ms. Taurus. That's why those around you 
seem so confused lately. What's with the 
wishy-washy attitude toward your relation- 
ships? Sometimes, the stress lies in the indeci- 
sion. You know what you want and need to 
do, now get out there and do it! You and those 
you love will appreciate it (someday, at least). 


CANCER Qun 22—Jo| 22) 
You are one of the few signs that don’t mind 
the colder weather, Ms. Cancer. What better 
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excuse to stay home, take the phone of the 
hook, bake cookies, and rearrange your liv- 
ing room: Try to remember, though, that lots 
of people miss you when you do this. Don't 
forget to invite yout friends over to enjoy the 
bounty coming out of your kitchen! 
LEO Qu| 23—Avo, 21) 

You're so tenacious sometimes, Ms. Leo, that 
people often stand back and let you get your 
way even if they know you are leading them 
down the wrong path. Magnetism is a double- 
edged sword. Try to make sure you ate leading 
because you know what’ best, not because you 
enjoy the power. If not, a hard lesson may be 
in the cards in the new year. 

VIRGO Cua 22—Sep 23) 
People are easily frustrated by you, Ms. 


What do 
YOU think? 


We love feedback! 

Tell us what you think about 
the newsletter and what 
you'd like to see In 


UPCOMING ISSUES, 


Email us at 
womonspace@gmall.com, 

or see the inside front cover for our 
mailing address. 
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by Yumi Anna Lampost 


Virgo. Don't take it personally. They’re just 
jealous that you have this remarkable abil- 
ity to focus on the task at hand and all it 
entails without letting other things get in 
your way. Just guard against losing out on 
other opportunities because you have your 
blinders on. 


LIBRA (Sep 24—oct 23) 

You're such a dreamer, Ms. Libra. | mean, if 
you ran the world, things would be perfect, 
huh? Your idealism sometimes gets in the 
way of your enjoyment of everyday things. 
Even if things don't operate exactly as you 
would like them, it doesn’t mean they are 
without their merit. After each storm, the 
Sun comes Out. 
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HIRING 
Collection 
Agents 


If you are: 

- Professional 

- Firm & direct 

- Aggressive by nature 


We offer: 

- Great pay + bonus & 
benefits 

- A non-judgmental 
workplace 


Able, Apton, Morris & Stagg Ine. 


email jobs@AbleApton.com 
Fax 432-9362 
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resource directory 


List your organization or event here. Call 482-1794 or email Womonspace@gmail.com 


arts 


churches 


(ire Dante First Wednesday of the month, 
Sept-June, 7:30 PM at Southminster-Steinhauer 
United Church, 10740-19 Ave. 435-2288. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Call 


479-2038 or visit www.evmchoir.com 


Lesbian Book (lub Reading fiction by and about 
lesbians. Contact Kim at 423-0760 or 
tree_dream@yahoo.ca for info. 


Out is IN An arts-based education project for 
youth 24 and under who may identify as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, two- 
spirited, questioning or straight. Contact 
outisin@ualberta.ca or visit 
ualberta.ca/~outisin 

Women's Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 


Wednesday of every month, 7:30 PM. Call 
Debra at 483-7310. 


athletics 
Curling with Pride No previous experience required. 
Call Lance at 479-2038 or |_d_a@telus.net. 
Visit http://members.shaw.ca/curlingwithpride 


Drop-in Recreational Badminton Wednesdays 
5:45-7:30 PM (early enough to go for a beer 
afterwards!). Oliver School, 10227-118 St. 
All levels welcome and encouraged to come 
and join in the fun. $30 for the year or $5 
per drop-in. Email mlwilkes@telusplanet.net 
or call 465-3620 for more info. 


Edmonton Storm Full-contact women’s football 
team is looking for players. Check out www. 
edmontonstorm.com or email tyahnke@ 
shaw.ca for more information. 


Lacrosse League Ladies’ drop-in. Wednesdays 
9:30-10:30 PM at Westmount Fitness 
Centre’s big gym, 12840-109 Ave. Beginners 
are welcome! Please join us for fun and 
fitness! Call Helen Brooks at 454-4753. 
Making Waves Swim (lub Tuesdays 7:30 to 8:30 pm 
and Thursdays 7:30 to 8:30 pm at NAIT 
Swimming Pool. Call Jan at 454-9987 or 
makingwaves_edm@ yahoo.com 

Northern Titans Mixed bowling league looking 


for new members. We bowl for fun! Contact 


www. 


Joy or Kelsi at 922-4302. 


Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176 (confidential voice mail). 


B'nai HaKeshet (Children of the Rainbow) Edmonton’s 
newest GLBT-friendly spiritual centre. All 
faiths, all people welcome. Find the God 
within! Call Miryam at 233-3719 for details. 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, 
trainlvr@ compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda (Christian Community Church A safe and 
healing space for LGBT Christians and 
friends. Service at 7 PM Sundays at Garneau 
United Church, 11148-84 Ave. Call 887- 
8611 www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and __ friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a safe space 
for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
lcedmonton@lcna.org 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming 
United Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740- 
19 Ave. Call the church office at 435-2028 
or Debbie at 987-4974. 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 10804-119 
St. Call 454-8073 or email chadmin@uce.ca 


community groups 


AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues 
in relation to sex and gender differences and 
schooling in the Faculty of Education at the 
U of A. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 
kris. wells@shaw.ca 


Bisexual Pride Last Wednesday of the month, 
7-9 pM. 9540-111 Ave. Call 488-3234. 
Edmonton Pride Week Society Coordinating the 
annual Pride Festival in Edmonton. 
www.prideedmonton.org 
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Inside/OUT A network and social organization 
for LGBTQ faculty, graduate students, 
academic and support staff of the U of A. 
Straight allies also welcome. Contact Marjorie 
Wonham at mwonham@ualberta.ca or Kris 
Wells at kwells@ualberta.ca for details. 


MacEwan Open Door (lub Wednesdays at 5 PM in room 
6-217 (City Centre Campus). Discussion of 
GLBTTIQ issues, guest speakers, awareness 
campaigns, events. Open to students, faculty, 
and friends. macewanodc@yahoo.ca. 

OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pm, Athabasca Hall. 


www.ualberta.ca/~outreach/ 


hangouts for lesbians 

Cafe Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave.; Organic 
Roots Cafe: 8225-112 St.; Prism: 10524- 
101 St.; The Roost: 10345-104 St. 

leisure groups 

Bisexual Women's Coffee Group Meets the second 
Wednesday of the month at a bi-friendly 
location. Contact bwcoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 
Breakfast (lub We meet the second Sunday of 
each month. Please phone Sylvia or Simone 
at 453-1445 or email sylvia60@telus.net. 
We will put you on our list and notify you 
monthly as to time and location. 


Dykes on Bikes For motorcycle enthusiasts interested 
in meeting others, talking bikes, going on fun 
rides, etc. Everyone welcome, whether you have 
a bike or not. Visit www.dykesonbikes.net or 
call 476-6417 for more info. 


Edmonton Women Social and activity group 
meets monthly. Contact via email 
edmontonwomen2002@yahoo.ca 

The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 
Wednesday of the month, 8 pM, The Garage, 
10244-106 St. wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 


radio 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 


CJSR 88.5 FM. 


support services 


Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 
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Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Call Bill at 
422-6207. 


Free (GLBTQ) Drop-in Solution-Focused Counselling Available 
at the Pride Centre of Edmonton. Counselling 
is provided by two chartered psychologists 
and two registered social workers. Call the 
Pride Centre at 488-3234 or check the 
website at www.pridecentreofedmonton.org 


for a listing of scheduled counselling times. 


Pride Centre of Edmonton 9540-111 Ave. Drop-in, 
counselling and library, 10 aM — 10 PM 
Monday to Friday. Call 488-3234 or visit 


www.pridecentreofedmonton.org 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Call Lynne at 462-5958 


for more information. 


TTIQ Alliance Mixed gender support group for 
transgender, transsexual, intersex and 
questioning. We meet at Garneau United 
Church, 11148-84 Ave., on the 2nd and last 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30-9:30 pM. 
SOFFAs are welcome on the 2nd Tuesday of 
every month and a special trans youth 
meeting is held on the last Tuesday. Call 718- 
1412, www.members.shaw/ca/ttiqalliance/ 


for more information, 


Women’s Spirituality Group Join us at the Pride 
Centre of Edmonton at 9540-111 Ave. to 
interact with the queer and queer-positive 
women of our community. We gather the 
second Wednesday of each month from 7-9 
PM to learn, explore, and create spiritual 
rituals based in eclectic non-Western 
traditions such as Pagan, Wiccan, New Age 
and Curanderia. For more information call 


Kucutzi Ribe at 232-2172. 


Yours, Mine, Ours 6 Us Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Garry 
at 426-6311. 


Youth Understanding Youth Social and support - 


group for LGBT age 25 and under. 
Saturdays 7-9 PM at Pride Centre. Contact 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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classifieds 


accommodations 

Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. A 
place to go with your partner for some 
private time. A place for women to hang out 
with women. Cabins, trails (don’t forget 
your pet), skating, etc., cozy up by the 
fireplace, or get together at the Coyote 
Howl. Call Geri at 780-586-0002 or email 
pinetrails@telus.net. 


activities 

Drop-in recreational badminton Wednesdays 
5:45-7:30 PM at Oliver School, 10227-118 St. 
All levels welcome. $30 for the year or $5 per 
drop-in. Email mlwilkes@telusplanet.net or 
call 465-3620 for more info. 


for sale 
Custom, comfortable bras for heavier 
breasted and/or athletic women. Properly 


classifieds are 
free for members! 


The classifieds have graduated to 
their own page, and we need your 
help to fill it up! Do you have 
something to sell or give away? 
Are you having a garage sale? 
Looking for people to form a social 
group? Need a roommate? Just 
want to leave a@ message for 
someone special? 

Classified ads are free for members 
and $5 for non-members. Send your 
ad to womonspace@gmail.com or 


call 482-1794 and leave a message. 


(lassified ad deadline is 5 px on November 15. Free for members, $¢ for non-members. Contact womonspace@ gmail.com. 


fitted bras reduce sore backs and shoulders 
and improve support. In-store or evening 
fittings available. For more information or 
to schedule a fitting, call Irene at 457-0179. 
Enjoy oral pleasures with safety. Planned 
Parenthood Edmonton sells dental dams. 
Five flavours are available at the cost of 
$2 each. Call 423-3737 during office hours, 
Monday to Friday. 

Unique Native Art For Sale. Call 455-6351. 


personals 


Mature Cosmopolitan Artist and Goddess 
Scholar seeks like-minded Lesbian friends, 
40 to 80 years old. P.O. Box 58068 RPO 
Inglewood, Edmonton, TSL 4Z4. 


services 

Comfort Foundation offers support to any 
LGBTQ person, couple, parent(s) or woman 
in a challenging life situations or crisis. Visit 
www.comfortfoundation.com or call (780) 


446-8330 for details. 


don’t miss out 
on Important 
womonspace news 


Make sure you're in the loop on what's 
happening with Womonspace and in the 
community by joining our email 
distribution list. Receive info on events 
that missed being included in the 
newsletter, updates and reminders 
about Womonspace events and more. 


To be added to the list, send an email 
to womonspace@gmail.com. 
We welcome feedback about the type of information 


we send you, and you can request to be removed 


from the list at any time. 
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alexis "hlady 


From CASTLES to CONDOS 


...and everything in between 


Alexis Hlady, Agent — Challenge Realty 
REALTY 201, 6650-177 Street AS 3 A84 8 
EXECUTIVES B edmonton, Alberta TST 4J5 (780) ng 


ey fx (780) 444-8017 alexishomes@shaw.ca www.alexishomes.info 


‘JBL C, LLOYD 
Barrister © Solicitor 


950 Canada Western Bank Dlace 
10303 Jasper Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta TJ 3N6 

(780) 442-4417 


Womonspace Volunteer Opportunities 


Assistant to the Marketing and PR Director 

Our Marketing and PR Director is looking for an assistant to help her in 
seeking organizational sponsorship for Womonspace events and soliciting 
new advertising for the newsletter. 


Office staff 

Womonspace would like to open its office at the new Pride Centre to 
visitors for a few hours each week. We are looking for a few volunteers 
interested in staffing the office to provide information and answer 
questions visitors may have. 


’ 


Photographers : 
Help bring the Womonspace newsletter to life by volunteering as a 
photographer. You'll take photos at Womonspace events and for general 
use in the newsletter, and you'll be credited for your work. (if So desired) 
when your photos are published. 


Volunteers for dances and other events 

Would you like to meet people? Be part of the fun? Attend events free? If 
so, consider adding your name to our list of volunteers interested in helping 
out at Womonspace dances and other events. 


For more information-on any of these opportunities, email womonspace @gmail.com 
or call 482-1794 and leave a message. 
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in 0.8 Pp @G @ membership form 


(Confidentiality Assured) 


Name(s) 

Address 

City Postal Code 
Phone Email 

72 month membership fee: 


$20/single or $30/couple (with one newsletter) Low income available 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, AB TSJ 3K4 
Phone: (780) 482-1794 


1) New Member CL Renewal QO Associate 
" () Please mail my newsletter to my home Total Enclosed: 
J I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events $ 


QO I would like to be a volunteer 


4 I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 


4 I would like to receive notification of community events via email 


The personal information contained on this form is being collected for the purpose of confirming memberships and selecting 
volunteers to serve on Womonspace committees. This information will be used only for its intended purpose. 
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